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2014 was a big year for Penguin Teachers’ Academy. 
We were  proud to bring you our Professional 
Development days, our teaching resources and units 
of work, and to share with you our excitement for so 
many wonderful books over the course of 2014.  
Our Newsstand app won The International 
Educational Learning Resources Award at the London 
Book Fair, and we enjoyed meeting you at various 
festivals, conferences and events throughout the year. 
All of it made possible with your support. To begin 
2015, we want to take a moment to thank each and 
every one of you for being so enthusiastic about our 
books, authors and illustrators, and for your support 
of Penguin Teachers’ Academy and Penguin Random 
House Australia.
 
We are delighted to welcome you back to  
Penguin Teachers’ Academy in 2015 and we look 
forward to delivering  an even bigger and more 
exciting year for resources, books and events

Marketing Manager (Education)
Penguin Books





is a 24-year-old vlogger from Brighton, UK. Her beauty,  
fashion and lifestyle vlogs have gained her over 4.9 million 
YouTube subscribers, and her views often exceed 12 million a 
month. She won the 2011 Cosmopolitan Blog Award for  
Best Established Beauty Blog and went on to win the  
Best Beauty Vlogger award the following year. 

In 2013 she was awarded the Best British Vlogger award at the 
Radio 1 Teen Awards, and in 2014 she won the Nickelodeon 
Kids’ Choice Award for UK’s Favourite Vlogger. Her debut novel 
Girl Online was released in November 2014 and is a refreshingly 
light young adult novel.

What made you decide to write a novel?

Since I could read I always had my nose in a book. When I was around the age of 14 I had my mind 
set on the fact that I would one day write my own book, something that other people would love to 
read. I love the story of Girl Online and hopefully everyone else will too! 

How long has it taken you to complete?

It’s taken quite a long time, and there’s been lots of to-ing and fro-ing. Deciding the plot, the storyline 
and the characters all take a lot of time and as I’m such a perfectionist I wanted to make sure it was 
just right.

CLICK THE COVER 
for more info
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To what extent would you say Penny, the lead character, and her life is based on you?

I wanted my lead character to have a lot of similarities to me so that I could know 
and understand her life inside and out when putting it on the page. We have a lot 
in common, she’s a blogger, lives in Brighton and also suffers from anxiety. My own 
personal experiences have really helped shape who Penny is and her story. However, 
she is a fictional character and of course a lot of what happens to her comes from my 
imagination.

When you first started your Zoella blog over 5 years ago, did you ever expect that it 
could lead to a career as an author?

When I started writing my blog in 2009 I would never have imagined it would bring me 
the opportunity to make my teenage dream to be a published author come true. Of 
course, doing the blog was a great way to develop my writing skills.

What did you think of the Girl Online cover when you first saw it?

I think the cover looks amazing, I LOVE IT. We ran a little competition on my blog a while 
back to find one of the polaroid-style snaps featured on the front cover. I was absolutely 
thrilled at how many people entered. There were so many lovely pictures; it was hard to 
pick a winner!

In Girl Online, Penny is the victim of cyber bullying and suffers from anxiety.  
Why did you decide to raise these issues in the story?

I really wanted to share my personal experience with anxiety through Penny because 
I felt it could help others to speak out about it. When I was younger and suffering with 
anxiety I didn’t know what was happening or have anyone to talk to about it. It helps to 
have these conversations, to feel less alone and to share advice.

Cyber bullying is another issue I feel passionate about addressing, as this is something I 
have also unfortunately experienced. I’ve had comments about being too skinny, that I 
pretend to suffer from anxiety to boost my subscriber figures – all sorts of horrible things 
to make me feel rubbish. 

What advice would you give to aspiring young writers out there?

I think the main thing I would say is to be passionate about the things you write about 
and to never give up. If what you are writing about it makes you happy, it will make 
others happy too. I also found writing a blog a great creative outlet!



Do you think your fans will be able to relate to Penny?

I think that my viewers will definitely be able to relate to Penny. She experiences 
many things that I know first-hand that many of them have experienced or asked 
my advice on. Things like bullying, falling out with friends, boys and anxiety. Penny 
is a great example of a teenager who experiences many of the same things that 
other teenagers have to deal with and that was really important to me.

Penny and her family take a trip to New York in the book. Would you ever want 
to move away from Brighton and have you ever wanted to move abroad?

I definitely don’t think I’d ever move abroad but I do love travelling a lot.

What genre(s) of book do you like to read? Who is your favourite writer?

I absolutely love chick-lit books as I find them an easy and fun read. Some of my 
favourite authors are Sophie Kinsella and Lindsey Kelk. I also LOVED The Fault in 
Our Stars by John Green more recently too.

What books did you like to read as a child?

I loved books by Jacqueline Wilson, Louise Rennison and, taking it back a bit 
further, Enid Blyton.

CLICK HERE to visit Zoella’s  
YouTube channel

CLICK HERE to visit Zoella’s blog

http://www.zoella.co.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/user/zoella280390
https://www.youtube.com/user/zoella280390
https://www.youtube.com/user/zoella280390
http://www.zoella.co.uk/
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You may never have heard of Tavi Gevinson, but rest 
assured your secondary students most likely know 
everything about her. Tavi is the editor-in-chief and 
founder of Rookie. Tavi’s career in media began when she 
created the style blog thestylerookie.com in 2008, when 
she was just 11. In 2011, at 15, Tavi launched Rookie, an 
online magazine for teenage girls. In the six days after 
its debut, Rookie received more than one million page 
views. Tavi has since spoken at TEDxTeen, The Economist’s 
The World (in 2011), the Metropolitan Museum of Art, the 
Sydney Opera House, and to a sold-out audience at the 
Melbourne Town Hall during Melbourne Writers Festival. 
Lady Gaga has even called her “the future of journalism”. 
Tavi is now 18 and is taking a gap year to concentrate on 
Rookie before going to university in 2015.

CLICK THE COVER 
for more information
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When I started high school, I despised a girl named Elle* who had recently joined the small 
group of friends that had come with me from my primary school. She seemed to appear from 
nowhere, instantly fitting in with the popular group I had worked hard to join, getting invited 
to all the parties, and being the object of my crush’s affections. These things gave me enough 
reason to hate her. At one of the first high school parties I attended that included drinking, 
kissing, and sleeping over, Elle hooked up with a guy under a sleeping bag in a room full of 
people too terrified to touch one another. I had no feelings for the guy she slept with,  
I didn’t see what happened, and it didn’t affect me AT ALL, but none of this stopped me from 
judging her really harshly. While IMing with a friend the day after the party, I took it upon 
myself to detail what had happened and how “slutty” Elle had acted at the party. I vividly 
remember calling her “dirty” for what she’d done. As I ran down a list of misdeeds I knew 
nothing about (I was a 14-year-old kiss virgin), I felt totally justified: Elle had done something 
I didn’t like, and I had a duty to register my disapproval with our peers.

The next day, the girl I’d been IMing brought a printout of our conversation to school and 
showed everyone. But rather than revile me for being a gross, unfair, jealous gossip, people 
took my side. I still feel guilt over how I treated Elle, and other girls like her, back then.  
It’s really difficult to get over the shitty things I thought, said, and did 10 years ago,  
and it’s not like I can go to a Misogynists Anonymous meeting and embark on a 12-step 
program to deal with them.

As a teenage girl, there was nothing I wanted less than to be a teenage girl. I mean, I thought 
I was pretty great, but I held the very misguided idea that my fellow girls were less awesome 
than I was. I felt no greater pride than when I was considered “one of the boys.” I made it my 
mission to let adolescent high school boys know I wasn’t just another dumb girl,  
because there seemed to be nothing worse. I was a chronic girl-hater.

I know I didn’t come to that behavior on my own: Girls are basically trained from birth to hate 
one another. Even kids’ shows have plot lines about one girl stealing another girl’s boyfriend; 
and we still are encouraged to look down on women we think are “sluts,” to see every other 
female as a threat to our relationships and self-worth, to disparage the looks of women  
we disagree with politically or intellectually, and to regard successful women as “bitches.”



When I was 16, I discovered feminism on a very basic level when my modern-history teacher 
used Pink’s “Stupid Girls” video to introduce the concept to my class in a way that made a 
lot of sense to me and got the wheels going in my brain. But it wasn’t until I was 19 and in 
my second year of university, where I was exposed to revolutionary ideas and surrounded 
by new friends who supported, encouraged, and agreed with my fairly new worldview, that 
I began to really develop the feminism that I call mine today. It’s always expanding and 
evolving as I get older, but one thing never changes: I will always feel some remnant of guilt 
and shame for the myriad things I said and did during my PF (pre-feminism) years in the 
service of making Elle and other girls feel bad.

Every feminist has a different story about their journey to feminism. Some people change 
perspectives as a response to a specific event; others grew up in really socially conscious 
environments and can’t imagine anything else. I built my feminism LEGO-tower-style, brick 
by brick, adding, removing, and changing components as I went along. Kathleen Hanna did 
an interview with The A.V. Club last November in which she described how her particular 
feminism evolved from a knee-jerk, man-hating breed to something more universal after she 
was exposed to the effects of the patriarchy on all people, including men. This quote really 
stuck with me:

When you first step into the Feminist 101 personality, you’re like, “Get the fuck out of 
my face, men!” I was just sick of it. Every movie I saw, everywhere I looked, I saw sexism. 
I had never been looking before. And once I had that lens on, I just got more and more 
rageful. But then I started getting more nuanced. […] I’m more interested in a feminism 
that ends discrimination for all people. It’s not just about a woman becoming the CEO 
of a company or something. It’s connected to racism and classism and gender issues 
that go beyond the binary…It’s more about [the] intersection.

That word — intersection — was a turning point that moved me beyond Feminism 101 and 
into something “more nuanced.” Basically, intersectional feminism acknowledges that 
people can be subject to more than one kind of oppression at the same time. Women, racial 
minorities, LGBTQ people, and people with disabilities, for example, experience multiple 
systems of oppression all at once. So you’re never just a woman—you’re a woman who is 
Latina, or a woman who has a disability, etc. Becoming aware of intersectionality made my 
feminism feel more solid and important; it taught me that ableist, racist, and classist words 
and actions are as destructive as the sexist, homophobic, and misogynistic behaviors I’d 
slowly unlearned over the years. And I was comforted to know that, while my feminism was 
morphing into what it is now, I had role models like Kathleen Hanna to guide me.



When the holy princess of music Grimes apologized on her Tumblr earlier this year for having 
worn a bindi, I saw it as a way for her to reconcile the guilt she felt for doing something 
ignorant before her feminism had evolved. While he’s not exactly a feminist role model,  
I was really glad to see the rapper A$AP Rocky, in Interview magazine, reconsider 
homophobic things he’d thought and said growing up. When I was younger, I too said 
and did some pretty shitty things, out of a combination of social conditioning and sheer 
ignorance. I grew up in a small town in Australia where calling someone “gay” or “retarded” 
was par for the course. As much as I despise these behaviors when I look back on them now, 
they mark an integral point in my feminist journey. They gave me things to move on and 
learn from, habits to unlearn, and intolerances to overcome.

It’s important to me to resist the urge to deny these phases I went through, no matter how 
much I want to. I’d much rather forget the years I spent hating on girls like Elle in attempts 
to impress boys, but that wouldn’t get me anywhere. To really learn and move on from our 
experiences, we need to admit to them and understand why they’re problematic.  
Not everyone’s feminism will follow the same path or end up in the same place, but if we 
start by being honest about ourselves and our own prejudices, at least we’ll be headed in 
the right direction.

*Name has been changed
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Tim and Ed
UrsUla DUbosarsky anD anDrEw JoynEr

From much-loved storyteller Ursula Dubosarsky comes this bouncing 
story about two cheeky koalas, brought to life by Andrew Joyner’s  
classic artwork.

Here is Tim. And here is Ed. Same ears, same eyes, same feet,  
same head. 

Tim and Ed love to be together all the time. So what will happen 
when Ed goes away for the night? 

The award-winning team that brought you The Terrible Plop and  
Too Many Elephants in this House bring you this energetic and 
delightful story about the beginnings of independence, and about 
being the same – but different! 

Tim and Ed is a tale to be read with laughter and enjoyed by all.

For all agesreaD More

The Soldier’s Gift
JanE TannEr anD Tony PalmEr

Emily knows her big brother, Tom, wants to leave Hillside Farm  
and go overseas to the war, but she doesn’t want him to go. 

“Everyone else is going,” said Tom to Emily when their uncle  
was gone. 

“That’s not a good reason,” said Emily. 

The Soldier’s Gift is a moving story of one family’s courage and 
endurance during the First World War, the terrible losses at Gallipoli 
and a time that changed Australia forever.

For all agesreaD More

http://www.penguin.com.au/products/9780670074631/tim-and-ed
http://www.penguin.com.au/products/9780670074631/tim-and-ed
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The last king of angkor wat
GraEmE basE

Tiger, Gibbon, Water Buffalo and Gecko are sitting amongst the 
ruins of ancient Angkor Wat, wondering which of them would  
have made the best king. 

The appearance of a mysterious visitor leads them to discover  
their true selves in a race to a distant hilltop.

A timeless fable full of adventure and beauty from  
a much-loved storyteller. 

For all agesreaD More

The wild one
sonya HarTnETT anD lUcia masciUllo

Charlie met the wild one when he was young. Together they 
caught tadpoles, and watched spiders weaving webs. But as the 
sun rose and fell, and the moon circled the world, Charlie forgot 
the wild one’s magic – until it was almost too late to remember… 

From the acclaimed picture-book partnership of Sonya Hartnett 
and Lucia Masciullo comes a celebration of the wonders of 
childhood, the beauty of nature and the wild that lives in us all.

For all agesreaD More

Hasel and rose
carolinE maGErl

Rose feels alone in the new town. Everything is different and 
strange. She wishes… but she’s not sure what she’s wishing for. 

She searches, but she’s not sure what for. Then somewhere far 
away, someone else begins a journey. And maybe, just maybe, 
Hasel and Rose can find the courage to begin again. Together. 

A magical story of hope and new beginnings for anyone who’s ever 
loved and lost, Hasel and Rose celebrates the power of imagination 
and resilience – even when things seem too hard.

For all agesreaD More
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http://www.penguin.com.au/products/9780670077151/last-king-angkor-wat
http://www.penguin.com.au/products/9780670076970/wild-one
http://www.penguin.com.au/products/9780670077342/hasel-and-rose
http://www.penguin.com.au/products/9780670076970/wild-one
http://www.penguin.com.au/products/9780670077342/hasel-and-rose


CLICK THE COVER FOR MORE INFO

Stuff Happens
aUTHors inclUDE Tony wilson, anDrEw DaDDo, will kosTakis,  
scoT GarDnEr, olivEr PHommavanH anD PHilliP GwynnE

An important new series for boys. Stuff happens sometimes. Everyday stuff.  
At school, at home, with sport, with mates. 

Stuff Happens is a contemporary reflected-reality fiction series for boys aged 7 to 10 years old.  
Each book tells the story of an incident of emotional importance to one of the boys in a fictional  
primary-school class. The stories, written by some of Australia’s finest writers, make great reads  
and an important contribution to the emotional literacy of Australian boys. 

reaD More

Do you Dare? 

An exciting, action-packed series of Australian stories for boys aged 8 to 12.

The year of each title matches the eras featured in the popular Our Australian Girl series. 

Engaging, beautifully written stand-alone stories by some of Australia’s best known and  
most celebrated children’s authors, complete with comprehensive Teachers’ Notes.

reaD More

https://www.penguin.com.au/stuff-happens-series
https://www.penguin.com.au/series/doyoudare
https://www.penguin.com.au/stuff-happens-series
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The First Third
will kosTakis

Life is made up of three parts: in The First Third, you’re embarrassed 
by your family; in the second, you make a family of your own; and in 
the end, you just embarrass the family you’ve made.

That’s how Billy’s grandmother explains it, anyway. She’s given him 
her bucket list (cue embarrassment), and now it’s his job to glue 
their family back together.

No pressure or anything.

Fixing his family’s not going to be easy and Billy’s not ready for 
change. But as he soon discovers, The First Third has to end 
sometime. And then what?

It’s a Greek tragedy waiting to happen.

For Years 9–10reaD More

loyal creatures
morris GlEiTzman

Like many of his mates from the bush, Frank Ballantyne is keen to 
join the grand adventure and do his bit. Plus, a chest full of medals 
might impress the currently unimpressed parents of his childhood 
sweetheart. So Frank ups his age and volunteers with his horse Daisy... 
and his dad. 

In the deserts of Egypt and Palestine he experiences all the adventure 
he ever wanted, and a few things he wasn’t expecting. Heartbreak, 
love and the chance to make the most important choice of his life.

From Gallipoli to the famous charge at Beersheba, through to the end 
of the war and its unforgettable aftermath, Frank’s story grows out of 
some key moments in Australia’s history.

They were loyal creatures, the men and horses of the Australian Light 
Horse, but war doesn’t always pay heed to loyalty. This is the powerful 
story of a young man’s journey towards his own kind of bravery.

For Years 7–9reaD More

http://www.penguin.com.au/products/9780143568179/first-third
http://www.penguin.com.au/products/9780143568179/first-third
http://www.penguin.com.au/products/9780670077427/loyal-creatures
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only the animals
cEriDwEn DovEy 

Perhaps only the animals can tell us what it is to be human.

The souls of ten animals caught up in human conflicts over the last 
century tell their astonishing stories of life and death. In a trench on 
the Western Front a cat recalls her owner Colette’s theatrical antics in 
Paris. In Nazi Germany a dog seeks enlightenment. A Russian tortoise 
once owned by the Tolstoys drifts in space during the Cold War. In the 
siege of Sarajevo a starving bear tells a fairytale. And a dolphin sent to 
Iraq by the US Navy writes a letter to Sylvia Plath…

Exquisitely written, playful and poignant, Only the Animals is a 
remarkable literary achievement by one of our brightest young 
writers. An animal’s-eye view of humans at our brutal, violent worst 
and our creative, imaginative best, it asks us to find our way back to 
empathy not only for animals, but for other people, and to believe 
again in the redemptive power of reading and writing fiction.

For Years 10–11reaD More

Golden boys
sonya HarTnETT 

Colt Jenson and his younger brother Bastian have moved to a new, 
working-class suburb. The Jensons are different. Their father,  
Rex, showers them with gifts – toys, bikes, all that glitters most – 
and makes them the envy of the neighbourhood.

To Freya Kiley and the other local kids, the Jensons are a family  
from a magazine, and Rex is a hero – successful, attentive, 
attractive, always there to lend a hand. But to Colt he’s an 
impossible figure in a different way: unbearable and suffocating.  
Has Colt got Rex wrong, or has he seen something in his father  
that will destroy their fragile new lives?

From one of Australia’s finest writers, Sonya Hartnett’s  
new novel is an unflinching and utterly compelling work.

For Years 10–11reaD More

http://www.penguin.com.au/products/9781926428611/golden-boys
http://www.penguin.com.au/products/9781926428581/only-animals
http://www.penguin.com.au/products/9781926428581/only-animals
http://www.penguin.com.au/products/9781926428611/golden-boys


a country Too Far: Teachers’ Edition  
(ebook only) 
rosiE scoTT anD Tom kEnEally (EDs.)

One of the central moral issues of our time is the question of asylum 
seekers – arguably the most controversial subject in Australia today.  
In this landmark anthology, 27 of Australia’s finest writers have 
focused their intelligence and creativity on the theme of the 
dispossessed, bringing a whole new perspective of depth and 
truthfulness to what has become a fraught, distorted war of words. 
This anthology confirms that the experience of seeking asylum – 
the journeys of escape from death, starvation, poverty or terror to 
an imagined paradise – is part of the Australian mindset and deeply 
embedded in our culture and personal histories. 

A Country Too Far is a tour de force of stunning fiction, memoir, poetry 
and essays. Edited by award-winning writers Rosie Scott and Tom 
Keneally, and featuring contributors including Anna Funder, Elliot 
Perlman, Gail Jones, Raimond Gaita, Les Murray, Rodney Hall and 
Geraldine Brooks, this rich anthology is by turns thoughtful, fierce, 
evocative, lyrical and moving, and always extraordinarily powerful.

• This eBook Teachers’ Edition is without the Christos Tsiolkas 
short story that appears in the print edition. 

• Features interviews with Rosie Scott and Tom Keneally  
on how the book came to exist.

• Includes a complete Teaching Unit of Work.

For Years 10–11reaD More

http://www.penguin.com.au/products/9781743484777/country-too-far-education-ed
http://www.penguin.com.au/products/9781743484777/country-too-far-education-ed
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