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Things a Map Won’t Show You: 
Stories from Australia and Beyond
susan la Marca & PaM Macintyre

An unforgettable collection of short fiction, poetry and comic art 
from Australia and beyond.

A boy who tries to fly, a cricket game in a refugee centre, a 
government guide to kissing, the perils of hunting goannas, an 
arranged marriage, an awkward blind date, a girl who stands on 
her head, an imprisoned king and a cursed Maori stone...

Sometimes funny, sometimes dramatic, always compelling, this 
collection featuring both established writers and emerging talent 
will broaden your horizons and excite your imagination.

Including James Roy, Tanveer Ahmed, Michael Pryor, 
ursula Dubosarsky, Sonya Hartnett , Doug MacLeod, Oliver 
Phommavanh, brenton McKenna, Tara June Winch, Sudha Murty 
and Oodgeroo.

9780143565314 years 7–9      ASIA SECONDARY



Little Paradise
GaBrielle wanG

‘I’m afraid,’ she whispered. ‘When the war ends.... what’s going to 
happen to us?’

Melbourne, 1943, and 17-year-old Mirabel is leaving school, 
designing dresses, falling in love. Then fate intervenes.  
Her forbidden affair with Chinese soldier JJ is discovered, and 
JJ is posted back to China, where a civil war is raging. Despite all 
warnings, Mirabel sets off for Shanghai to find him. Little Paradise 
is inspired by a true story.

9780143011477 years 9–12

Break of Day
tony PalMer

On the Kokoda track, in the damp, disease-filled jungles  
of Papua New Guinea, Murray barrett and the rest of the  
39th battalion are the only thing standing between Australia  
and a Japanese invasion. Everyone thinks they’ll be slaughtered, 
and Murray finds that he will have to fight alongside his  
worst enemy.... Does Murray have the courage to do what he  
has to do? Break of Day is a powerful, insightful novel about love,  
war and duty, and a legendary piece of Australian history.

9780143004721 years 9–11 

The China Coin
allan Baillie

‘Dad was not here. The three of us were now two, but Dad’s last 
adventure did not have to be over. Not as long as there was 
someone around to keep it going...’

Leah travels across China with her mum, in search of long-lost 
relatives and the answer to an ancient mystery. Grieving for her 
father, she feels increasingly distanced from her mother. but soon 
the unfolding terror of Tiananmen Square will draw mother and 
daughter back together in the most dramatic way possible.

9780140347531 years 7–9

The Reluctant Fundamentalist
Mohsin haMiD

‘Excuse me, sir, but may I be of assistance? Ah, I see I have alarmed 
you. Do not be frightened of my beard. I am a lover of America...’

So speaks the mysterious stranger at a Lahore café. Invited to join 
him for tea, you learn his name and what led him to seek you out. 
He tells you his story, of how he embraced the Western dream - 
and a Western woman - and how both betrayed him. Then the true 
reason for you meeting becomes abundantly clear.

9780141029542. years 9–12      
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Frog
Mo yan

before the Cultural Revolution, narrator Tadpole’s feisty Aunt Gugu 
is revered as an obstetrician in her home township in rural China. 
Renowned for her sure hands and uncanny ability to calm anxious 
mothers, Gugu speeds around town on her bicycle to usher 
thousands of babies into life.

When famine lifts and the population booms, Gugu becomes the 
unlikely yet passionate enforcer of China’s new family-planning 
policy. She is unrelenting in her mission, invoking hatred in her 
wake. In her dramatic fall from deity to demon, she becomes the 
living incarnation of a reviled social policy violently at odds with 
deep-rooted cultural values.

As China moves towards the millennium, a new breed of 
entrepreneur emerges with a perverse interpretation of the 
decades-old law. Tadpole finds himself again caught up in the 
one-child policy and its unpredictable repercussions on the 
human price of capital.

Frog is an extraordinary and riveting mix of the real and the 
absurd, the comic and the tragic. It presents a searing portrait of 
China’s recent history, in Mo Yan’s unique and luminous prose.

Translated from the original Chinese edition by Howard Goldblatt

‘one of china’s leading writers . . . his work rings with refreshing 
authenticity.’ TIME

9780143800095 years 9–12

A Long Way Home
saroo Brierley

A true story of survival and triumph against incredible odds, as 
seen on 60 Minutes.

When Saroo brierley used Google Earth to find his long-lost home 
town half a world away, he made global headlines.

Saroo had become lost on a train in India at the age of five. Not 
knowing the name of his family or where he was from, he survived 
for weeks on the streets of Kolkata, before being taken into an 
orphanage and adopted by a couple in Australia.

Despite being happy in his new family, Saroo always wondered 
about his origins. He spent hours staring at the map of India on 
his bedroom wall. When he was a young man the advent of Google 
Earth led him to pore over satellite images of the country for 
landmarks he recognised. And one day, after years of searching, he 
miraculously found what he was looking for.

Then he set off on a journey to find his mother.

A Long Way Home is a moving and inspirational true story that 
celebrates the importance of never letting go of what drives the 
human spirit – hope.

‘as well as the tale of his quest, he provides an informative 
and fascinating insight into how third World families live with, 
and somehow survive, their poverty.’ The Age

9780670077045 years 9–11 
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A Country Too Far: 
Teachers’ Edition (eBook)  
Complete with Unit of Work
rosie scott & toM Keneally

One of the central moral issues of our time is the question of 
asylum seekers, arguably the most controversial subject in 
Australia today. In this landmark anthology, twenty-seven of 
Australia’s finest writers have focused their intelligence and 
creativity on the theme of the dispossessed, bringing a whole 
new perspective of depth and truthfulness to what has become a 
fraught, distorted war of words. This anthology confirms that the 
experience of seeking asylum – the journeys of escape from death, 
starvation, poverty or terror to an imagined paradise – is part of 
the Australian mindset and deeply embedded in our culture and 
personal histories.

A Country Too Far is a tour de force of stunning fiction, memoir, 
poetry and essays. Edited by award-winning writers Rosie Scott 
and Tom Keneally, and featuring contributors including Anna 
Funder, Elliot Perlman, Gail Jones, Raimond Gaita, Les Murray, 
Rodney Hall and Geraldine brooks, this rich anthology is by turns 
thoughtful, fierce, evocative, lyrical and moving, and always 
extraordinarily powerful.

‘A Country Too Far represents the varied and vibrant voice of 
writers speaking out as australia contravenes its obligations to 
refugees. its stories, poems, memoirs and essays collect their 
work into an eloquent refusal of silence in the face of, as John 
tranter writes: ‘this/ fetch of disparate peoples/ assigned to 
come possessionless into massive/ light.’ Weekend Australian

9781743484777 years 10–12      

The People Smuggler
roBin De cresPiGny

At once a non-fiction thriller and a moral maze, this is one man’s 
epic story of trying to find a safe place in the world.

When Ali Al Jenabi flees Saddam Hussein’s torture chambers, 
he is forced to leave his family behind in Iraq. What follows is an 
incredible international odyssey through the shadow world of fake 
passports, crowded camps and illegal border crossings, living 
every day with excruciating uncertainty about what the next will 
bring.

Through betrayal, triumph, misfortune – even romance and 
heartbreak – Ali is sustained by his fierce love of freedom and 
family. Continually pushed to the limits of his endurance, 
eventually he must confront what he has been forced to become.

With enormous power and insight, The People Smuggler tells 
a story of daily heroism, bringing to life the forces that drive so 
many people to put their lives in unscrupulous hands. It is an 
utterly gripping portrait of a man cut loose from the protections 
of civilisation, attempting to retain his dignity and humanity while 
taking whatever path he can out of an impossible position.

‘an engrossing account of a man seen by some as a saviour and 
others as a criminal.’ Thomas Keneally

9780670076550 years 10–12      



65

Beneath the 
Darkening Sky
MaJoK tulBa

When the rebels come to Obinna’s village, 
they do more than wreak terror for one 
night. Lining the children up in the middle 
of the village, they measure them against 
the height of an AK-47. Those who are 
shorter than the gun are left behind. Those 
who are taller are taken. Obinna and his 
older brother Akot find themselves the 
rebel army’s newest recruits. 

Beneath the Darkening Sky describes 
a life unimaginably different from our 
own, but one that is the experience of 
tens of thousands of child soldiers. 
uncompromising, vivid and raw, it is an 
astonishing portrait of a mind trying to 
make sense of a senseless world. 

‘resonates long after the last page.’  
Alice Pung

9781926428420 years 10–12       

Mao’s Last Dancer: 
Young Readers’ Edition
li cunxin

One day, not so very many years ago,  
a small peasant boy was chosen to study 
ballet at the beijing Dance Academy.  
His mother urged him to take this  
chance of a lifetime.

but Li was only eleven years old and he 
was scared and lonely, pushed away from 
all that he had ever known and loved. He 
hated the strict training routines and the 
strange place he had been brought to. 
All he wanted to do was go home – to his 
mother, father and six brothers, to his own 
small village. but soon Li realised that his 
mother was right. He had the chance to 
do something special with his life – and he 
never turned back...

9780143301646 years 9–10      

The Boat
naM le

The Boat takes us from a tourist in Tehran 
to a teenage hit man in Colombia; from an 
aging New York artist to a boy coming of 
age in a small Victorian fishing town; from 
the city of Hiroshima just before the bomb 
is dropped, to the haunting waste of the 
South China Sea in the wake of another 
war. Each story uncovers a raw human 
truth. Each story is as absorbing and fully 
realised as a novel. Together, they make up 
a collection of astonishing diversity and 
achievement.

‘the boat raises the bar for australian 
writing.’ Peter Craven, Heat

‘Stunning’ The Times

9780143009610 years 10–12


